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Under ordinary circumstances, when a book has reached a third edition, public opinion has stamped its value, and the praise or blame of the critic is likely to pass unheeded ; but the work before us is, to a certain extent, rewritten, and the author has been able to bring to bear a large mass of experience obtained subsequently to the publication of the previous edition upon certain points still undecided, but of great importance; and these form a legitimate subject for examination in the present notice.
In reviewing the productions of distinguished men, it becomes us to differ with humility, to controvert with diffidence, but to offer our own opinions with frankness and honesty. Sir B. Brodie is the first surgeon in a country which has produced some of the greatest names of modern surgery; in his favour popular opinion and the judgment of professional rivals have concurred ; and without any of that warmth of manner which excites enthusiasm and calls forth troops of friends, he is placed by common consent at the head of his profession. It has been the lot of many men who have occupied that position to have been forgotten when the grave closed over them ; they had contributed nothing to posterity, and by posterity they were not remembered. The sagacious practitioner is not always the successful author, and often leaves nothing by which those who follow him can judge whether success depended on good fortune rather than merit, on personal rather than professional recommendations.
It is not thus with Sir B. Brodie ; and when as the successful practitioner he is no longer remembered, he will be known as the author of two works, which, on the subjects to which they relate, are the best we yet possess. In such jof them as have fallen under my observation, the urine has been always altered from its healthy condition, and its sensible qualities may be described as follows: There is usually a copious secretion, the specific gravity being below the ordinary standard. But there is some variety in this respect; and I have known the specific gravity to be as high as 1030. When tested with litmus paper, it is generally found to be slightly acid, but occasionally it is alkaline, or it is sometimes alkaline and sometimes acid, and, as I shall explain hereafter, the disposition in it to become alkaline increases as the disease advances.
When first voided, the secretion is of a pale yellow colour, opaque, and turbid, sometimes having minute flakes of lymph floating in it. On the addition of nitric acid, or on exposure to heat, there is au abundant coagulation of albumen. When allowed to remain at rest, there is a deposit of opaque matter, and not unfrequently of pus. The urine is always albuminous, but quite different in appearance from that which is secreted in the cases which were first described by Dr. Bright, and to which the attention of physicians has been of late years so much directed. The albuminous matter seems to be mechanically suspended, and not intimately blended and assimilated with it; as if the kidney were in a state of chronic inflammation, secreting urine from one set of vessels, and serum or even pus from others. Such, probably, is the real nature of the disease when once established, whatever it may have been in its origin." (pp. 131-3.) Though we must admit the practical force of much of our author's reasoning on this very important subject, it is not to our minds conclusive ; and we think further opportunities of observation will serve still more to widen the question. We apprehend that many different affec- (pp. 375-6.) " With the exception of such cases as those which have been enumerated, there are few to which this method of treatment may not be advantageously applied. It may be said that the exceptions are numerous, but they are the result chiefly of delay. If a patient seeks the assistance of a competent surgeon within six or even twelve months after a calculus has descended from the kidney into the bladder, the urine having remained acid, it will rarely happen that he may not obtain a cure by a single operation, and with so small an amount of danger that it need scarcely enter into his calculations. As time advances, the facility with which he can be relieved diminishes, and after the lapse of two or three years, especially if the urine has become alkaline, it is probable that the calculus will have attained such a size as to render the old operation preferable, and that the access of disease in the bladder or kidneys may render any operation hazardous. It would be absurd to say, and it would be unreasonable of human kind to expect, that an operation which has for its object to relieve them of a disease so terrible as that of a stone in the bladder, can be always free from inconvenience, and difficulty, and danger. Nevertheless 
